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CONCEPT NOTE

On the 14th of June 2018 you are kindly invited for the G4D workshop entitled “On the 
Road to the Green Paper: Building key principles, indicators and steps for 
implementing a more comprehensive approach for the Belgian development 
cooperation” 

The Governance for Development – G4D – research project has been commissioned by 
the Belgian Directorate-General for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid 
(DGD) to help them reflect on a more comprehensive and integrated approach for the 
Belgian development cooperation. Its final objective is to publish, by October 2018, a 
green paper including principles, indicators and major steps towards building and 
implementing such an approach. To reinforce relevance and ownership by the 
stakeholders, the green paper is thought of as a co-production exercise. The event is a 
crucial step towards this end. 

After a survey on the perceptions and practices of Belgian stakeholders and the 
publication of three evidence papers on the Comprehensive Approach, Integrated 
Country Policy and Governance Networks, the research team investigated three case 
studies. In November 2017, a field mission took place in Uganda to investigate the 
governance of the response to the refugee crisis. In February 2018, a second mission 
was organised in Burkina Faso to research the governance of local security. In each of 
these countries were also organised workshops to assess the governance networks of 
Belgian actors in the country, constituting our third case study. This picture was 
completed by follow-up workshops in Brussels in March and May 2018. 

The workshop will be divided into two parts. In the morning the results of the three case 
studies will be presented, with a focus on the reflections from the “Belgian” case. In the 
afternoon, three parallel sessions will be organised to provide input towards the drafting 
of the green paper. Each of the sessions will discuss the comprehensive approach from a 
specific angle. However, all sessions will be built around a similar methodology and 
towards a similar outcome: come up with key principles, indicators and steps to be 
taken towards the implementation of a more comprehensive approach for Belgian 
cooperation. 

The aggregation of the output of the three sessions will form the skeleton of the 
green paper. We therefore strongly encourage the participation of all stakeholders 
to the discussions. The focus on the development cooperation “side” of the 
comprehensive approach within the Green Paper does not only call for the participation 
of Belgian bilateral development actors. Indeed, the report will also involve, as the 
definition of a comprehensive approach requires, elements regarding the relations with 
other actors and towards other actors. 

https://goo.gl/forms/l5y8TMxDMq4hUJR62

